Diseases of the generative nail apparatus. Part II: nail bed.
Nail bed insults may affect the resultant nail product in a number of ways. If focal in nature, the severity and duration of the insult will determine the appearance of the nail product. Widespread insults may alter the size, shape or colour of the nail plate. Nail bed insults tend to present with more immediacy than nail matrical insults, as there is no need to wait until the nail grows out until the sign is obvious. We are less interested in the history of the event, than we are with the clinical sign being presented to us. Should treatment be required for focal nail bed insults, treatment is likely to be local and curative. Widespread nail bed insults may be associated with systemic diseases and if a result of local problems these may be difficult to treat.